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The Minnesota League Meeting 


CRAFHERE 
years 
Credit 
the meeting 


for some 
Minnesota 
League and 
on June 18 
was for the purpose of de- 
termining whether or not 
the Minnesota League would 
under the proposed uniform 
designed to establish the 
League on a self-sustaining basis, with 
1 permanent office in charge of a full 
secretary. It should be first record- 
that all of the folks identified with 
Minnesota League united enthusias- 
tically to carry through the program 
iggested by the Bureau. It should also 
recorded that it going to be phys 
sible in this issue to give 
credit deserves credit for 
tings or t¢ do justice to 
They were all well 
enthusiastic and unani- 
e the finest evidence 
thstantial beginnings 


the 


\ > ie has been 
iN an active 
A Union 
Meee ce 

rganize 


law 


72 a 


y 
rec 


| 
ed 


the 


Is 
ne who 
June mee 
neet 


ngs 


and 


) oO? movement in 
/ ed States. 


We followed in Minnesota the same 


pian 
ngs in 
by-laws 


idopted for the preliminary meet- 
the other four states. A of 
was carefully drawn up, based 
on credit union league experience in 
Massachusetts; these by-laws were 
printed with parallel blank columns and 
to each credit union in the five 
tates thirty days before the date sched- 
iled for the meeting, with requests that 
comments, suggestions, criticisms and 
proposed changes be noted in the blank 
pace opposite each section and that the 
copy then be returned to the Bureau. 
By this method the credit unions had 
ample opportunity to study and discuss 
the by-laws in advance of the meetings 
and the suggestions, additions, etc., were 
carefully listed for discussion at the 
meetings. At each meeting Mr. Bergen- 
gren read the proposed by-laws, section 
by section, and each section was passed 
upon and, with such changes as were 
proposed and adopted, the whole by-laws 
were adopted at the end of the meeting. 

The 
tained 


set 


mailed 


submitted also 
nominations to 


by-laws 
a plan 


as 


for 


con- 


the 


Tu 0] 


first Board of Directors, and the elec- 
tions followed the adoption of the by- 
laws in each case. Thereupon the Di- 
rectors met and elected a President and 
an Executive Committee (except in 
Iowa and Indiana as will be herein 
subsequently explained). In each meet- 
ing it was voted to instruct the Direc- 
tors to take such action as would result 
in the League opening its office some- 
time between October 1 and November 1. 

The Minnesota meeting was called by 
President E. L. Sullivan and Secretary 
C. E. Bailey of the Minnesota Credit 
Union League and was held at the St. 
Paul plant of Montgomery Ward & 
Company on June 18, with dinner at 
seven o’clock and the business meeting 
immediately thereafter. As usual Mr. 
Driscoll and Miss Tomas of Montgomery 
Ward & Co. conspired to arrange a fine 
dinner and to assure a meeting under 
the most comfortable possible circum- 
stances. The meeting lasted until mid- 
night and accomplished everything it 
was called together to accomplish. Fifty- 
five delegates were present, representing 
twenty-nine credit unions. There were 
also many guests and unofficial repre- 
sentatives present so that the total at 
the dinner and the meeting considerably 
exceeded a hundred. It was voted to 
substitute the proposed by-laws, with 
a few changes which resulted from the 
discussions at the meeting, for the 
earlier by-laws and to arrange for 
office accommodation, a full time secre- 
tary etc., to be available not later than 
October 1. The summer months will be 
devoted by the Board of Directors to 
the very important matters pertaining 
to raising the first budget, which has 
been tentatively fixed at four thousand 
dollars. 

The following Board of Directors was 
elected, following the plan outlined in 
the new by-laws: T. G. Driscoll, of the 
Montgomery Ward & Company Employes 
Credit Union (subsequently elected 
President), C. F. Foote, M. & St. L. 
Railway Employes Credit Union, Paul 
T. Karschnia, Great Northern Railway 
Clerks Credit Union, S. A. Stockwell, 


Franklin 
A. W. Thom 


as, 


Cooperat ive 


Soo 


Credit 


Line Credit 


G. T. Kemmerling, Inver Grove 


Credit Union, George Murray, M. & St 


(Cedar Lake) Employes Credit 


W. L. 
H. E. 
Union, G. C. 


Scott 


ployes Credit 


» Cl 


ty Hall 


Gee, Milwaukee B. 


Credit 
of R. C. C1 
Cannon, Golden Rule Er 
H 


Union, Marjorie H 


Minneapolis Western Union Em; 
Cc. M 
P. & P. Railway Shops Credit Uni 


Credit Unio 


E. Higgins, W. S. 


Union, D. 
Credit 
Star 

Union, Rev. 
ish Credit 
Minneapolis 
Credit 


Credit Unior 


n, 


Bernier, 
Union, 
Wool. n 


J. 


Mills 


Imer G. 


F. Fritz, 


man 


Nott Employes Ca 
Wy 


Partr 


Nelson, N 


Employes ‘| 


L. Hoffman, St. Agne 
Thi 
A ii 


Uni 


Gas 
Union, C. 
a 


P. 
Light 


on, 


W. 


B. 
Co. 


L. Nasby, 


En 
Aug 


Doig, Minne 


Postal Employes Credit Union, Fred 
Em} 


W oodrich, 


St. 


Paul 


Postal 
Credit Union, Pat Lawless, N. P. Freig 


House Employes Credit Union. 


tepresentatives of the State Banl 


Department were present and extend 
and 


greetings 


organized. 


££ 


ood wis 


hes 


and 
ances of cooperation to the league 


We reproduce on page three Ton 
egram telling of the first meeting 
Board as it is quite typical of the 1 


to th 


action 


e 


L 


eagzue 


meetings. 


It is not going to be easy to s« 
League notion to all of the credit 


There 
Some 


will 


will n 


The spirit 


credit unions will 
summer night and spend hours working 


be 


iake 


is 


doubters—but 


mountains 
molehills presented by the necessity 
raising funds to support the leagues 


there, 
meet 


however; 


on 


not 


out 


a 


very 


out by-laws and will vote unani! 


to develop state work on self-sustaining 


lines—they will go through with 
The Bureau congratulates all the 


folks who made the Minnesota meet! 
so completely successful and wishes ¥ 


ron 


wher 


no 


had room to call them all by name an 


give them 
deserve. 


the 


credit 


they 


so 
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GAIN we are confronted with 
the fact that space limitations 
do not permit us to describe 
properly and adequately all of 
the fine things made 





possible 


t the Des Moines meeting by the fine 
lks who attended it. We must men- 
n Paul Pierce of the Rollins Hosiery 


Mills, A. Westergaard of the Des Moines 
Street Car Men’s Credit Union, Burton 
Olson (and all the other folks at the 
Meredith Publishing Company who 

ied us with an ideal meeting place, 
ifter a fine dinner) Joe Coenen, credit 
inion veteran from Cedar Rapids, R. O. 
Blakely of the Des Moines Postal Work- 
ers Credit Union—we could go on in- 
definitely but we just can’t because there 
s so much to crowd into this mid-sum- 
mer issue of the BRIDGE. We were, 
for example, mighty glad to see Father 
Campbell again. The meeting was called 
by the Polk County Credit Union Chap- 
ter (which organization has done such 
magnificent work in developing group 
spirit among the Iowa credit unions), 
the call issuing (as provided in the form 


f State League by-laws) from four 
redit unions, the Rollins Credit Union, 
the Des Moines Postal Workers Credit 


Union, the Mercantile Credit Union and 
the Des Moines Street Car Men’s Credit 
Union. As already noted, it was held 

the Meredith Publishing Company 
building, ideally fitted for the purpose 
n hand. Seventy-four were present at 
the dinner, including forty-eight official 
delegates from twenty-four of the forty- 


seven Iowa credit unions. I note that 
those present included delegates from 
Cedar Rapids, Des Moines, Dubuque, 
Mason City, Ames, Valley Junction, 
Eldon and Gilbert. 

This meeting did not get quite so far 


as the other four but a fine spirit was 
lisplayed, and it was unanimously voted 
to organize the Iowa Credit Union 
League. It was finally voted to elect 
a Committee with the following powers: 
(a) to serve as a by-laws committee and 
to recommend a form of permanent by- 
laws at a meeting to be called for that 
purpose not later than November 1; 
(>) to work out and recommend at the 
same time a plan for financing the Iowa 
League on a self-sustaining basis; and 
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The Iowa League Meeting 


(c) to consider and recommend the 
operating personnel of the League to 
the November meeting. The following 
were elected by ballot to the Committee: 
Paul J. Pierce, Rollins Credit Union, 
A. Westergaard, Des Moines Street Car 


Men’s Credit Union, Burton G. Olson, 
Meredith Credit Union, M. O. Brown, 
Mercantile Society Credit Union, Rev. 
B. H. Lucas, Bethel A. M. E. Credit 
Union, C. J. Morrow, Ottumwa Postal 
Employes Credit Union, J. E. Coenen, 
Cedar Rapids Postal Employes Credit 


Union. Mr. Pierce is President of the 

Committee and Mr. Olson, Secretary. 
This Committee is already function- 

we have no doubt 


ing so effectively that 
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at all but what the Iowa League will 
go forward with the others in October. 
The meeting was, like the meeting at 
Minnesota, enthusiastic and unanimous 
and proof positive of the vitality of the 
credit union movement in Iowa. 

The Executive Secretary of the Bureau 
and Mr. Doig of the mid-western office 
greatly appreciate all that was done to 
make the meeting so successful. Mr. 
Doig recently returned to Des Moines 
to assist in the organization of the very 
important credit union at the Younkers 
Department and we have several 
letters from folks in Iowa, backing up 
the good spirit of the meeting with posi- 
tit future progress. 


store 


tive assurances of 
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II. Nos. 2 


‘following the plan sug 





in the uniform league 
the Missouri meeting 
lled for Saturday, June 
the Kansas ( ity Ath 
following credit unions 
ca for the meeting 
Credit Union, Kansas 
City (RIL) Credit Union, Edison Credit 


Union and the Kansas City Post Office 
Credit 1 n 

The editor of the BRIDGE takes all 
the responsibility for not having avail 
able at this writing the details of the 


meeting 


In the pressure of many things 
which have transpired since his return 


he apparently failed to write for the 
| ot those present, etc. We promise 
t correct this oversight in the Sep- 
tember issue. Meantime we shall have 
to write the story mostly from memory. 

The Des Moines meeting closed at 
midnight on the 20th and Tom and I took 


the 12.30 A. M. train for Kansas City 

i half hour after the meeting adjourned. 

The interior of that sleeper, I am abso 

lutely satisfied, broke all records for 

heat in the United States since the days 

depicted in the first book of 
The meeting of the next evening, how 


Genesis. 


ever, made us forget the heat. Messrs. 
Wilson, Rentfro and Hillebrandt and 
others of the credit union folks in Kan- 
as City united with Mr. Rohman and 
a splendid delegation from St. Louis 
and another A No. 1 group from St. 
Joe and with folks from other parts of 


the state to make the meeting memorable. 
The folks from St. Louis showed a 
splendid spirit by coming all the way 


across the State to join with their credit 
inion brothers from Kansas City to 
make the meeting a very great success. 
There were about seventy-five at the 
dinner at the Kansas City Athletic 
Club, and after dinner the by-laws 
were carefully considered, section by 
secticn, and finally adopted with the 


had been suggested as we 
Directors had been nomin- 


changes that 
went along. 


Fou ] 
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The Missouri League Meeting 


ated by the 
lowing the suggestion 
draft for by-laws and a_ thoroughly 
representative board of twenty-five di- 
rectors resulted, 


various credit unions, fol- 


contained in the 


The directors then met and elected 
B. F. Hillebrandt first President of the 
Missouri Credit Union League, at the 


same time choosing an Executive Com- 
mittee of three, consisting of a repre- 
sentative from St. Louis, a representa- 
tive from Kansas City and a representa- 
tive from St. Joseph. Mr. Rohman of 
the St. Andrew’s Credit Union of St. 
Louis proved to be a most capable pre- 
siding’ officer. 

Both St. Louis and Kansas City have 
already city chapter credit union organ- 
izations which give the League excep- 


Cover Design 


TAIUR cover design this month 
B (apologies to the Literary Di- 
gest) is a reproduction of an 
old engraving of the Natural 
Bridge in Virginia. It is from 
an original painting by David Johnson 
and has in it the suggestion of all the 
rugged beauty of this most amazing 
demonstration by Nature of the perfec- 
tion of her handiwork. It seemed the 
more appropriate for the cover of the 
BRIDGE because it has probably existed 
for centuries. It probably was there 
long before Christopher Columbus set 
forth on his voyage to the Indies, which 
detoured him to America. Barring van- 
dalism, it will remain there long after 
we have all gone to where-ever-it-is we 
go. I like to think of the credit union 
in terms of permanence, to believe that 
the credit union, in its babyhood in 
America, will grow into a manhood of 
splendid service. Some folks have 
wondered why we called the BrRIDGE— 
the Bripce. Casting about for a name 
and, believing then as I increasingly 





tional material 
credit unions 1 
already sensed 
of joint effort. 
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to work 
n the tw 
something 

There : 


with, 
) citie 
of the 


ire Ss 


capable credit unionists in Missou 


again we cannot name those wh 
at the meeting. I was part 
pleased with the splendid and 
ative attitude of the group f 
Louis who, at great personal 
venience, had come all the way 
the State to be present. 

We have good reports of th 
math of this meeting and look f 


to a strong, self-sustaining credit 


league in 


Missouri. 


Man 


4 than 


due those who did so much to mal 


meeting successful and hearty cor 
league starts off 


lations that the 


believe now that 
eventually a gre 
ative credit, I 
name which wi 
union. TJ] have 
built by man u 
to help 
place he 


him ge 


wmantec 


over in ‘our woods’ 


too far across f 


the BRIDGE will be: 


at magazZi 


vuuld conno 
ke oun 0 


h ich 


) Sonne 


were 


t to go. 
we can 
or the unl 


place 0 


ne of « 


hunted a long time 


te the 
i no 

not Pp 
Last § 
1e to a 


imber leg 


fifty to carry in a single jump a1 
dragged up some logs and heavy 


and soon 


had a 


bridge 


which er 


us to get to the edge path of our 


beautiful lake, an objective tremend 


worth making. 


So, too, W 


rith the 


span across a mighty river, wher 


demonstrates his 


that God 


is a 


ature. 


manhood 
intended he sho 
cessfully with n: 
BRIDGE. It 


by sh 
uld cops 


The credit 


carries a 


man 


over the morass of usury, which so 


engulfs the man 
able for his use 
sity. It helps 


“accumulate the 


his bridge to a 
idly expanding 


who has n 


o credit 


in time of credit 1 


him to sa 
resources 
better and 
economic 


ve mone 
which 
a more 
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UMBER four in the five June 
League meetings was held at 
Chicago on June 25. The pic- 
ture of it looks as though we 
met in the cabin of a ship but, 
as a matter of fact, the meet- 
ng was held in the cafeteria 
the Fort Dearborn Hotel and that 
which, in the very middle of the 
the picture, is whizzing and whir- 
most comfortingly, declared a 
nent holiday shortly after the 
ture was taken and—it was a warm 
ng. I have mentioned the weather 
times in these reports because 
eat it because, to my mind, it is 
ignificant) the fact that so many 
would meet and carry through so 
important business in a single 
ng when the thermometer had lost 
nse of decency, is a tribute to the 
lity of the credit union movement 
middle west. 
nois, right now, is the prize state 
redit union development—with credit 
ns increasing more rapidly than 
ewhere and with all the resulting 
terial for a fine credit union league. 
e first meeting was called in the 
fashion by three credit unions 
West Chicago C&NW Credit Union, 
iSalle Station (RIL) Credit Union 
the Nyco Credit Union) and was 
eduled for seven P. M. It was pre- 
1 by a fine dinner and I have dinner 
t No. 1 to the First Annual Banquet 
the Credit Union League of Illinois, 
ch ticket is being framed and will 
reserved with other important credit 
memorabilia in my office. One 


hundred and thirteen Illinois credit 


members, representing thirty- 
Illinois credit unions were present, 
ldition to several invited guests. 
e more I record my regrets—that 
nnot tell of all the folks who were 
to make the meeting such a top- 
her. T. J. O’Shaughnessy (subse- 
tly elected first President of the 
s League), P. D. Holmes (who 
such a splendid presiding officer), 
rd L. King (who has done and is 
so much for credit unions in 
s and who was very appropriately 
ted first Honorary Member of the 
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The Illi 
Adams, Arnold & Martin (all of Decatur, 


enthusiastic credit 
captivity), 


union quar- 


Spaeth of the 


long business 


Shops [RIL]), Edward Carlson 
kegan Cooperative), J. H. Cassell (124th 
St. Shops [RIL]), W. 
Cruickshank 


(Workmen’s), 
(Short Line), Emmet R. Green (Chicago 
D. Holmes (Nyco), 
Union), L. 


Municipal), P. 
(Horder’s), 


(Hamilton 
[RIL]), G. M. MeNeil (Lakeside), Fran- 


[Chicago] ), 
Miss Laura Moynihan (Chicago Teach 
ers), Theo Nabel (St. Aloysius Parish), 
(Englewood 
O’Shaughnessy 


(Rockferd 


A Splendid Report from Oak Park 





Directors Oak Park Postal Employes Credit Union 


Treasure r 
Clumsky, Secretary Oscar 
Wittenmeyer, 


Standing: C. 
R. Greinke, S. 
President E. E. 





MIDSUMMER NUMBER 


nois League Meeting 


Postal), W. H. Snell (Lodge 2064 B of 
i. C.), Anton Spaeth (St. James Par 
ish), Wesley Taylor (Employes Ser- 
vice), Bert Thompson (Imperial Brass), 
V. L. Van Plew (C&NW Chicago Club), 
A. L. Wanner (Belden), Sol Cohen 


(Chicago Postal), Eugene Farrell 
(C&NW West Chicago), N. R. Me 


Dougal (Western Indiana Belt), Don 
Boughner (Burr Oak [RIL]), J. J. 
Juenger (Elgin Postal). 

After the delegates’ meeting the di 
rectors met and elected Mr. O’Shaugh 
nessy, President, U. E. Widman, Secre- 
tary, and an Executive Committee con 
sisting of Messrs Long, Holmes and 
Wanner Among the guests present 
were Mr. Fred M. Hill of the State 
Banking Department and Mr. King. 
Mr. Brice Martin of Decatur was voted 
very special commendation for the fine 
publicity he has been giving the credit 
unions through the Decatur Herald. 

The Committee is now working out 
plans for financing the League and 
recent enthusiastic letters from Decatur, 
Chicago and other parts of the State 
indicate that this exceptionally fine be- 
ginning is but a beginning and that the 
League will be functioning on all cylin 
ders in the early fall. Again—multi- 
tudinous thanks and congratulations. 


E were very happy indeed to 
receive recently this picture of 
the Directors of the Oak Park 
Postal Employes Credit Union 
of Oak Park, Illinois. It came 
in a letter from Secretary Oscar R. 
Greinke and we particularly value the 
letter as Mr. Greinke stopped off long 
enough on the national holiday——July 
ith-—to write it. He calls the statement 
attached “The Declaration of Independ- 
ence of the Oak Park Postal Employes 
Credit Union”, and the fact that the 
credit union made 95 loans since it 
started, totaling $7025, indicates that 
on the credit side it helped many mem- 
bers to free themselves from difficulty 
The credit union had 76 members (it 
started doing business February 1, 1929) 
June 30, 1930, with shares outstanding 
of nearly three thousand dollars. 


[Five 
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HE Indiana Credit Union 
League has also been operat- 
ing for some years and I re- 
call very plea antly, as about 
the finest credit union meeting 


had ever attended up to that 


we I 


. > time, the annual meeting held 
at the Spink Arms Hotel, 
Indianapolis on the evening of Febru 
ary 28. It was presided over by Presi 
dent Bruce Parcels who made a splendid 
pl iding officer and, inder his leader- 
nip and direction, the meeting was on 
ong t be remembered. The meeting 
n June 27 was for the purpose of de- 
termining whether or not the Indiana 
Le ig ue would revise its by laws in 
wccordance with the suggested uniform 
b LW with the thought in mind of 
putting the League on a self-sustaining 
basis, with a permanent office and se 
retary in the early fall. 

Like all the other meetings, the Ind 
anapol meeting was a huge succes 
Le Kaminsky made the arrangements 
Mr. Kaminsky has done so much for 
credit nions in Indiana that recount- 
ing h credit union deeds of servic 
would take two or three volumes. To 
h good idgment, foresight and h 


the fact that the Indian 
held out of 
lights had been strung 


pl al tv we owe 
apolis meeting was 


on his lawn where 


doors, 


and other arrangements made for the 
comfort of the delegates and guests. 
The lawn is far back from the street 


and extremely well adapted to the pur 


pose to which Mr. Kaminsky so kindly 
donated it, and we had a fine, cool and 
very comfortable meeting. Leo wants 
is to point out that what look like a 
couple of pears over Tom Doig’s head 
are, in fact, light bulbs; Tom’s hungry 
eye wol ld have discovered them other 


wise long before the picture was taken 
and they wouldn’t have been there! 
Between forty and fifty were present, 


most of the credit unions being repre- 
sented by a single delegate. More than 
half of the credit unions were repre- 


sented Again the by-laws were read 
through carefully and discussed section 
by section and finally adopted in sub 
stitution for the then existing by-laws 
of the League. 


Six] 
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The Indiana League Meeting 





It was voted to have the 
of directors as the old 
continue the present 
ful that we 
the present 


same number 
League and to 
Board. I am fear- 
have no complete list of 
directors and the following 
offered as the Board tentatively 
and the correct list will be included in 
the next BRIDGE, in the event this 
list needs correction. President Arthur 
A. Zimmer (we know that is correct as 
we know from personal contact how 
enthusiastically Mr. Zimmer is taking 
hold of the problems incidental to the 
reorganization of the League); Vice- 
President L. S. Poliquin (and we know 
Mr. Poliquin is Vice-President because 
of the innumerable nice things he did 
to make Tom stay and my stay 
so pleasant in Indianapolis). Mr. Pol- 
iquin is a member of the Pivot Lodge 
B of R C Credit Union of Indianapolis. 


are 


Doig’s 


Introducing Bruce Parcels! 





BRUCE PARCELS 


President Indiana Credit 


Union League. 


Fo mer 






MIDSUMMER } 





Secretary-Treasurer, A. 
Credit Union) ; 


Lucas (A 
other directors (ac 


ing to our records) Emilie Schw 
(C&EI Credit Union, Evansville), ( 


Winegardner (Diamond 
Union), W. R. Allen 


Chain Cre 
(Ayres Cr 


Union), R. M. Phelps, Ernest MeConne 


(Insley Credit Union), 
ecker ( Bobbs- Merrill 
As noted this list 
without notice 
chance to look it 
There are 


and Rose H 
Credit Ur 
is subject to cl 
after Leo has 
over and correct 
many fine credit uni 


y 


Indiana and the League as now orgar 
ized and directed will be well on its wa 


to the development of a 
and a permanent 


centra 
secretary long bef 


the snow flies. Best luck and aga 
wish there were some new word 
‘thanks’ and some better way 


pressing appreciation. 


Ladies and gentlemen of the Cr 
Union Radio Audience. The Bripcs 
very pleased indeed to be able to | 


you up with its patent applied for Tele- 


vision Set 


and introduce you t 
Parcels, in 


person. As you all know 


+} 


is very actively identified with the P 


Employes Credit Union, one of the 
credit unions in Indiana and in 
parts of the known world. Mr. 

is also former President of the I 
Credit Union League—the sort 


credit union feller who makes the credit 


union movement get a move on!! 
We are very proud 


union attracts men in various parts 


the United States of the calibre of Bruc 


Parcels. We are indebted to the P 


a-dot, house organ of the Polk Sanit: 


Milk Company, for the loan of this cut 


From the Newsletter 


Vol. I No. 9 of The Newslette) 


lished by the Service Relations Coun 


of the Toledo 
an interesting 
showing stock 
$2193. 
to date 


(Ohio) Postoffice cont 
credit union summ 
payments to dat 

members, 


and has 125 


showing for a credit union which start 


a relatively short time ago. 





fica 
Par 


that the credit 


It has made loans totaling $715! 


1T 
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II. Nos. 2-3 


Credit Union Hearings 
on July Thirtieth 
HERE were 
petitions heard on July 
before the Board of 
Incorporation, as follows: 
Butcher Workers Credit Union, 
m. 
lene Credit Union (Employes 
ickage Paper Company, Holyoke). 
Credit Union (Employes of the 
Manufacturing Company, Wal- 


union 
30th 
Bank 


four credit 


Distributing 
of employes of 
ery business). 


Company (a 
the imported 


probably will be no hearings in 


Organization Meetings 

During the month the Secretary of 
the League will organize the Chandler 
Union in Springfield and the 
Hunt Spiller Credit Union in South 
OSton. 

Both of these credit unions are located 
n industrial plants and bid well to be 
iecessful organizations. 


Credit 


Norton Credit Union Helps 


Mutual Benefit Program 


The Norton Credit Union organized 
mong the employes of the Norton 
Company is one of the best managed 
redit unions in the State and is filling 
, great need with the Company. 

Not only is this credit union writiag 
Savings Bank Life Insurance for its 
embers, but it has just launched a 
plan to supplement the work of the 
Norton Mutual Benefit Association serv- 
g as agent for a health and accident 
insurance policy. 

This sort of work is to be commended 

we congratulate the Norton Credit 
on for its splendid cooperative effort. 


Meet Leon C. Young 


Leon C. Young is the energetic 
enthusiastic secretary of the Spring- 
| Chapter of the Credit Union League 

as well as Vice President of the Amer- 

tan Bosch Crejit Union. He is the 
author of an interesting credit union 
article in the May issue of “Factory 
and Industrial Management.” 
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MASSACHUSETTS 


Some of the Directors of the Metrogra Credit Union 


Seated in 
W. Creed, 
Whitcher, 
Lowther : 


front Geo ge J. Skel 1, Pi 

Vice-President; Fran! Fe 
Vice-Preside nt; Jame S V. 
Annie E. Carrie L. 


Gordon: 


Mai 
Hal y. 


Brown and 


ent. Front row—left 
. . 
ston, Clerk 
> } P 
Back rou left 0 


Charles J. 


Edwin 
Thomas 


Henry E. 


to right: 
Treasurer: 
right: 
Rand. 


and 


The First Grange Credit Union 


This is the first Grange Credit 


Mr. Frank T. 
inception of the credit union. 


Savings Bank Life Insurance 

Where the approval of the Commis- 
sioner of Banks has been obtained, credit 
unions may write Savings Bank Life 
Insurance, and as this is one of the 
most important services which a credit 
union can render to its members we 
hope very much to find more credit 
unions taking advantage of the plan. 

For particulars, write or telephone 
to the Credit Union League. 


Interesting Statistics 
from Springfield 
Mr. W. D. Fessenden, Treasurer of 
the United Electric Light Employes 
Credit Union of Springfield, has written 
an interesting article for “The Western 
Flasher’’—the house organ of the United 
Electric Light Company. The following 
comparative figures of this credit union 
show its remarkable growth: 
The credit union was chartered in 
August, 1923. 
Oct. 31, 
1924 
Assets: $10,720.82 
Members: 135 
Number of Borrowers: 63 180 
A tabulation of their share-holdings 

is interesting to note, as of March 31, 
1930. There were: 

who have over $3,000 

who have between $2,000 and $3,000 

who has’ between $1,500 and $2,000 

who have between $1,000 and $1,500 

who have between $ 800 and $1,000 

who have between 500 and 800 

who have between 300 and $ 500 

who have between $ 100 300 

who have less than 100 


March 31, 
1930 
$52,259.40 

289 


Union to be 
serves the membership of the Granges in Metropolitan Boston. 

The Credit Union was organized in 1921 
Marston, the Treasurer, 


organized in Massachusetts and 
now has 113 


served in that 


9 and 
has 


members. 


capacity since the 


At the end of 1929 it had assets of $2873. 


Exceptionally Interesting 
Credit Union Publicity 


RECS OM DOIG sent me the other 
Mm day a copy of The Prison 
Mirror, a weekly published 
~ the Minnesota State 
A *rison. This publication 
ba~_-— 43 was founded in 1887 by the 
prisoners and is edited and 
managed by them. A new editor has 
ust assumed the toga and he speaks of 
the departure of his predecessor in this 
interesting fashion: “Another editor has 
left for the wide, open spaces where the 
horizon is made of something less tan- 
gible than concrete. The last we saw 
of him he was giving a demonstration 
of the geometric postulate that has to 
do with the shortest distance between 
two points. In other words, he was 
making a _ bee-line from the Deputy 
Warden’s office to the front gate.” This 
issue contains some very interesting 
credit union material, including a very 
graceful tribute to Mr. Filene’s effort 
through the credit union to eliminate 
usury. I find much worth reading in 
the Mirror; one interesting article has 
to do with “the Holy War of the New 
Humanists.” In fact I found the copy 
more interesting than much of the 
printed matter which comes to my table 
in 5 Park Square. Somehow or other, 
after reading it completely through, I 
am impressed again with the fact that 
we are much closer still to our jungle 
ancestors than we like to admit and 
that we probably know nothing as yet 
about the conditions whick bring folks 
to prison—the “why” of it and the 
“wherefore” of it and the solution of 
the problems which result in prisons. 


[Seven 
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Midsummer Gladness! 





HIS 23d day of July, A.D. 1930 the Credit Union National Extension Bureau is as busy 






















o as it was the busiest day in mid-winter! 5 
= That’s something to be glad about! : 
= If Old Man Hardtimes and Old Man Hotweather, together, are unable to put the 
8 credit union temporarily out of stride, there must be some vitality in this credit union . 
business 
We are not boasting when we point with much pride to the way and manner in : 
= which the credit unions are weathering the industrial depression. We folks in credit 8 
unions are hard hit these days—with half-time work and payless vacations and lay- 
= offs Many of us are altogether jobless! Pollyanna as we may, these be tough times. : 
= : : : = 
= 4 normal slowing up of the whole credit union program was naturally to have been anticipated. Yet z 
we're plugging along in fashion to make every credit union member proud of this credit union institution 
= f which he is a part. — : 
= The five meetings for League organization in the middle west were staged during the kind of a hot g 
: pell the Devil arranges when he is expecting some lost soul to arrive, against whom he has a particular 
n grudge! 








? c 
Golly but it was not 






And yet folks came to meetings from near and far. They participated in long sessions, going into 












o he details of dry and uninteresting by-laws when everyone else in town was surrendering to the heat. : 
= I take my hat off to the delegates to the five meetings—to them individually and to them collectively. = 

['remendously indebted to them, I wish there were some adequate way to thank them : 
Fe It will be a long, hard pull to get the new leagues functioning—but such a start has been made in 3 
: each of these five states as will assure the successful completion of the organization process. : 
= There will be ten state leagues by January Ist. : 
re] The credit union movement has started to move!! 3 









Misters President — We Salute You!! 










Elsewhere in this issue we take exceptional pleasure in introducing President Driscoll of the Minne 

c ota Credit Union League, President Hillebrandt of the Missouri Credit Union League, President O’Shaugh : 
= nessy of the Illinois Credit Union League and President Zimmer of the Indiana Credit Union League. 

: I had the four pictures spread out on my desk the other day when a man came in who knows a littl : 
c about credit unions but is not particularly interested and he asked me who they were. I told him and he 3 
= made some such remark as this “If they are the sort of human material out of which the credit union : 
= movement s being made, it can’t go wrong.” : 
a I’ve thought of that remark many times since it was made. F 


The credit union is distinctly an organization of great immediate and much greater potential service 











= for the masse f the people. It will go just so far as its leaders show the way. With right leadership, : 
3 here is no limit to the service the credit union will render the American people. That we are developing g 
= the right leadership is the finest and best part of the whole business. : 
= I’m no st othsaye r and I’m no prophet. I try to keep my feet on good old mother earth and to stake : 
2 it objectives which ordinary human beings can make with reasonable effort. I have no capacity to read : 
= the stars, the big and little dipper being about the limit of my astronomical investigation. If there are : 
= ecrets in the human palm or the cards have tales to unfold—I am too dull to understand them. : 
: But—I have carried the credit union into the highways and the byways and I have met lots of folks g 
= and know a wee bit about them. : 
z We're safe with the kind of men who are heading up the new leagues. : 
= The BripGe doffs its editorial cap to them!! : 
9 : 


Why the Glad Rags? 


This issue of the BRIDGE is all dressed up for a party. : 

Readers of the BRIDGE may well inquire—who is giving the party? 

There are several considerations which enter into this “gala edition”. To begin with we were too 
hard pressed with organization work to get a BRIDGE out in July. Further, so much happened in July that 
t a physical impossibility to crowd it all into eight pages. Therefore we decided to combine the July 
and August issues and get out “a regular magazine”. In September we shall be back to the usual eight 
pages and to the old format. 
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Further, we wanted to emphasize the fact that the credit union development is going on merrily in 
pite of Hard Times and Hot Weather. We hope that this issue will get that fact very definitely across 
to BRIDGE readers. 

Further again—this issue will be used primarily to interest the credit unions in the five states with 
new leagues in the responsibility which attaches to them to perfect the leagues and to get them operating 
effectively on a self sustaining basis before snow flies. 

And then—we want to see how the BripGe will look when later on it becomes the official organ of the 
credit unions and of the cooperative credit movement generally—as we fondly hope it is going to be- 
come. We expect the BRIDGE to become eventually self-sustaining; more than that we expect it to contribute 
materially to the support of the National Association of Credit Union Leagues, when it is organized. 

This issue is, possibly, a prophecy of future achievement, a symbol, the concrete expression of a hope 
that the BRIDGE may eventually cease to be the monthly handbill of the Credit Union National Extension 
Bureau by blossoming forth as the dignified, worthy and worthwhile magazine of the cooperative credit 
movement 

Hence v.he glad rags!! 

We hope you get as much fun out of reading this issue as we got out of putting it together. 
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enables us to extend a hearty w elcome to 
1 P . 
Bofton to the National Affociation of Su 


rvifors of Banks, in 29th Annual Conven 


e 12, 1630—Governor John Winthrop 


ught to the place of its jurifdiction the 


i isa particularly happy circum/jtance Ww hich 
, - 
1 


Affembled. Three hundred vears ago 
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To 


program issued by the Credit Union Commit 


setts, 


Roy 


MIDSUMMER NUMBER 


THE COMMISSIONERS’ 
MEETING 
the left is the first page of a souvenir 


connection with a recent luncheon at 


Copley-Plaza Hotel, Boston, Massachu 


tendered to the National Association of 


Supervisors of State Banks at their 29th 
Annual Convention. This luncheon’ was 
arranged by a National Committee, very 
hastily recruited by air-mail letters and wires 
when, through the splendid cooperation of Hon. 
A. Hovey, Massachusetts Commissioner 


| Charter of the Governor and Company of Majfachufetts Bay in of Banks, the opportunity unexpectedly pre 

; sented itself to the credit unions te share with 
; New f ngland which event Maffachu/fetts is this year celebrating other banking institutions in the welcome ex 
3 , ; ; ‘ tended to the distinguished visitors. This Com 
| In this hiftoric Colony and State. banking, as we know it, alfo mittee is, so far as we know, the first National 


1701 and was actually started in 1739. The ‘‘Old Maffachu- 


etts Bank’’, the fecond State Bank organized in the United States 


itual favings bank in the United States had been organized at 
Pp uiladelphia, December 2 of that year The Pioneer Cooperative 


Bank (Building and Loan Affociation ) was organized Augu/t 6 


| } 


development 


The Supervifors of State Banks are doubly welcome. Mav 
I 


their fojourn in the Maffachufetts Bay Colony be moft pleafant 


ind prohtable 





Personal Thanks Are Due! 


HE Executive Secretary of the 
Credit Union National Exten- 
sion Bureau takes this oppor- 
tunity to thank each and every 
man and woman who contri- 
ited directly or indirectly to make the 
e June state league meetings so suc- 
cessful. First—thanks to Tom Doig, 
Representative of the Bureau in the 
ile west, who made the arrange- 
Tom and I toiled along together 
meeting to meeting in the midst 
he sort of heat wave which would 
scared any but credit unionists 
way from any meetings at all. Tom 
splendid job in arranging the 
eetings and helped to carry them 
through in masterly fashion. We’re 
proud of Tom Doig!! Next the Mont- 





bi nc 6 SIAN Salle aM 
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. 


pees sate 


i gomery Ward & Company folks at St. 
m Paul who gave us a fine dinner and 
; particularly to Mr. Driscoll and Mr. 


irge mea/ure had its origin It 1S faid that a private bank was 


ithorized in Bo/ton as early as 1686: a land bank was agitated 


tarted doing bufiness July 5, 1784. The National Banking Law, 
paffed February 25, 1863 refulted in the reorganization of the 
Safety Fund as the Firft National Bank, February 1, 1864, the 
econd bank organized under the Act. The Provident Inftitution 


for Savings in the Town of Bofton was chartered by the Great 


the 



















of 


most 


Credit Union Committee ever organized for any 
purpose. It constitutes the first wee bit of 
tangible evidence forecasting the coming of 
National Association. The luncheon was 


delightful. It was presided over by 


Charles F. Donahoe, former President of the 
Massachusetts Credit Union League, who is 
identified with the credit unions to which 
17,000 of the employes of the New England 
Telephone & Telegraph Company belong. The 
principal address was by Hon. John Jackson 


Walsh, Chairman of the Massachusetts Bay 
Tercentenary Council, who took for his sub 
ject: 
Theme”. 

The National Committee in charge consisted 
Roy F. Bergengren of Boston, Chairman, 


“Our Inheritance—A _  Tercentenary 














ind General Court December 13, 1816, a few days after the fir/t 


1877. Maffachu/etts paffed the fir{t general credit union law in 


the United States in 1909 and is the pioneer /tate in credit union 


Karschnia 


Iowa—the 


materially; 
meeting was splendid in every way. 
Kansas City—we’re at 
all the folks who helped: 


from St. Joseph. 
O’Shaughnessy, 
Farrell, Mr. Long (and the other part- I thank everyone—a thousand times! 
Brice R. F. B. 


Illinois, of 


ners of Long, Adams & Arnold) 


President Charles W. Harvey (Boston) of the 
Massachusetts Credit Union League, Edward 
A. Norman (New York City) Treasurer of 
the New York State Credit Union League, 
T. J. O’Shaughnessy (Chicago) President of 
the Illinois Credit Union League, T. G. Dris- 
coll (St. Paul) President, Minnesota Credit 
Union League, B. F. Hillebrandt (Kansas 
City, Mo.) President, Missouri Credit Union 
League, Charles F. Donahoe (Boston) 
Telephone Workers Credit Union, Paul J 
Pierce (Des Moines) Chairman of the Organ 
ization Committee, lowa Credit Union League, 
George M. Gentry (Atlanta), President Geor- 
gia Credit Union League, E. J. Gardner, (Gar 
field, Utah), President, Utah Credit Union 
League, T. L. Boswell (Richmond, Va.) C&O 
Employes Credit Union, Elmer E. Sweeny 
(Trenton, N. J.) John A. Roebling’s Sons 
Company Employes Credit Union, R. E. Vogt 
(Milwaukee) Chairman, Credit Union Exten- 
sion Committee for Wisconsin. 


Miss Martin (who helped so with publicity), 


Alanne Mr. Spaeth, Mr. Holmes (who pulled 
and, oh, just heaps of other folks who stroke oar and made such a fine presid- 
conspired to make the Minnesota meeting ing officer), Mr. Meeder and another 


the legion of ardent and loyal credit union- 


Meredith Publishing ists. Finally, at Indiana, Leo Kaminsky 
Company for another fine dinner and a arranged for a meeting out of doors, 


Polk on his lawn, which proved to be a 


Wester- splendid place for it, and Mr. Poliquin, 


Mr. Mr. Parcels, President Zimmer and 


Coenen and another large group, all of many others chipped in to make the 
lowa meeting one long to be remembered. I 


At must leave out most of the names of 


name folks who deserve credit for these fine 
tohman meetings because even this double issue 


cooper- of the BRIDGE wouldn’t accommodats 
Wilson them all. 

from I feel like a fighter who, after the 

delegation fight has ended successfully, tries to 


course, shake hands with everyone by shaking 


Mr. hands cordially with himself. 


[ N ine 
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Monthly Message 


To th Uember 

Since last month I have attended 
leag ie organization meetings in five 
mid-western States Il was glad to se¢ 
at all the meetings t St. Paul, De 
Moines, Kansas City, Chicago and Ind 
anapolis—members of the Club, with 
their badges much in evidence rhe 
organization of the state Leagus 
the first long step in the general dire« 
tion of complete self-management of the 
credit union movement in the United 
States by credit union members. Withir 
a year we should have a sufficient 1 
ber of State Leagues in operation to 
warrant the call for the first National 
Meeting: it is then that the significance 
of the Founders’ Club will begin t 
come self-evident. 

Just as there are supposed to be seve 
ages of man—which take him comfo! 
ably from the cradle t the grave ) 
there a process of growth in creait 
inionism rhe first stage is credit unior 
membership and a genera Wi gy ou 
to the ervice which the credit union 
renders to its individual members; then 
comes the broader interest, when a cred 
inion member aspires to participatio! 
n the management and direction of h 
own credit union After that he ha 
another awakening, when he sens for 
the first time that his credit union was 
originally made possible by the sacrifice 
of someone who helped through it 
‘rganization process and that he car 
best pay the debt by extending the cr 
inion service through the organization 
of new credit union 

This last proces brings him al 


automatically into the Founders’ ‘ it 


There are additional and much mort 
interesting steps still ahead I nin 
participation in the development of h 
State League and cooperation 1! the 
National Association when organized 

We have made long strides since the 
last issue of the BRIDGE in the most in 
portant matter of bringing into being 
enough state leagues to warrant the 
organization of a National Association 

I want to thank the members of the 
Club in Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri, 
Ilkin and Indiana particularly—for 
their very fine cooperation whicl con 
tributed so much to make the recent 
meetings so very iccessful 


Vi ae ta Pm 


\ Founder 


This has been a boom n onth' In 
spite of the weather and the hard times 
the Founders’ Club has added seven 


That’s 


members 


members in the past thirty days 
moving along! The seven new 


are well distributed geographically, with 
two from Wisconsin, one from Iowa, 
three from Illinois (the pace-making 
state right now in credit union develop- 
ment) and one from Massachusetts. 
The high number is now 80 and we'll 


be celebrating the enrollment of member 
No. 100 before we know it. The Found 


ers’ Club is a very real thermometer 
of the credit union movement. Every 
time we add a member it means that 


Ten ] 





THE BRIDGE 


me other credit unionist has discov- 
ered that he has the capacity to add 

the credit union list by organization 
ictivity. The whole future of the credit 
nion movement depends on enough folks 
waking up to that realization. 

The Club welcomes to membership 
the I owing initiates: 

No. 74 is Karl M. Feldhausen who 
oke all the reeords for long distance 
commuting by attending the Milwaukee 
credit union meeting some months back 
rom h home town, Green Bay, Wis- 
consin. I hope that place, Green Bay, 

as cool as it sounds this hot day when 
we are sweltering at 5 Park Squar 
Mr. Feldhausen is a member of the 
Greer Bay Federal Employes Credit 
Ur and the organization of the Appl 


ton Postal Credit Union at Appleton, 
Wisconsin, is his ticket of admission. 
Alw glad to see folks from Wis 
consin! 

No. 75 (three-quarters of the century 
completed) is none other than Paul J 
Pierce, who, working in cooperation 
with Messrs Olson, Westergaard and 
Coenen, made the lowa meeting such a 
nuge success Mr. Pierce is one of the 
very top men in the credit union which 
erves employes of the Rollins Hosiery 
Mills of Des Moines, at which plant he 
s the very popular and successful per- 
sonnel director. He is Chairman of the 
Organizatior Committee of the lowa 


League and he always makes Mr. Ber- 
gengren’s visits to Des Moines extremely 


leasant and worthwhile. We're cer- 
iuinly glad he organized the Federal 
Employes Credit Union of Des Moines, 


thereby qualifying for membership in 
the Club; since then, by way of good 
measure, he has brought in two im- 
ortant industrial credit unions from his 
home town—the employes of the 
Younkers Department Store, one of the 
argest stores in Iowa and, a smaller 
ut very important group, the employes 
* the Boyt Company. We’re glad to 
count you in, Mr. Pierce! 


No. 76 is 
R. H. Kaentje is 


from Wisconsin. Mr. 
one of the very active 
group of credit unionists in Milwaukee. 
His credit union, the Milwaukee Federal 
Employes Credit Union, was one of the 
first in the Federal group and is a very 
great success. Mr. Kaentje has been 
unwilling to let his credit union activity 
end with his most effective cooperation 
in his own group, however, but has been 
doing credit union errands all over the 
lot for some time. His most recent 
resulted in the organization of 
Manitowoc County Credit Union a 


] 
aiso 


activity 
the 


Manitowoc, Wisconsin. We are most 
fortunate that the credit union move- 
ment in Wisconsin is enlisting the 
services of men like Brother Kaentije; 
he is the right sort of feller for the 
Founders’ Club! 


No. 77 hails from Peoria, Illinois and 
s one of Mr. O’Shaughnessy’s stalwarts 
Reck Island credit union group. 
His name is T. D. Homan and his credit 
union is the Peoria RIL. Through his 
efforts the B. of R. C. (2101) Credit 
Union at Peoria was organized recently. 
The Rock Island group of credit unions 
is a most important factor right now 
in credit union development in the middle 
west; the credit unions are spread over 
six or seven states and Mr. Homan 


in the 


is 
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3 
rapidly coming to the fore as A 
inion manager of exceptiona 
We expect a lot more Peori 
inions from this source!! Vv 
Mr. Homan, to the Founders’ | I 
No. 78 is from the C&EI an f 
don’t think the C&EI credit un 
all right you just write to Mr 
Treasurer of that thar railroa 
Miss Meadows If you read 
Remus stories when you were 
(I read ’em and read ’em and 1 g 
until the book fell apart from 
handling) you will recall how B 
went riding on Brer Wolf right 
call on “Miss Meadows and tl 


Well Miss Meadows has been a 


of this Club 
delighted tha 
of the C&E] 


now eligible 


union which Miss Meadows b 


T { 
I 


{ 


(Chicago) 


f 
L 


r some 


Mr. 


time and s} 
Thurel L. M 
Credit l 

he 


or 


bosses th 


The three of ’em—Miss Mead 
Messrs. Reeves and Meeder gal 
great credit union team on the C&] 


Mr. Meeder has always been re: 
willing to hel; 


problems and 
We 
from 


League. 
unions 
months! 

Here we 
a red circle 
mark it 
living Illino 
President in 
only one, 
but 


well! 


is a Director of the | 
eX 


h 


are 
ar 


is 
l 


ce 


’cause 
just one and he is the ONE!! 


O’Shaughnessy 


is the 


vernacular 


is a railroad 


I have helped Tim organize credit 


Supervisor 
CRI&P Railway Company, knowr 


as 


with Illinois credit 


veral n 
m within 


rpect se ew rt 


the ne 


already at N¢ 

ind that nun 
Here we have 
Credit Union | 
aptivity I 
there 


ain’t ne 





(better known a 


of Personne 





‘The 


ystem 


Re ck 


of 


Island 
dimensior 


on his lines from Minnesota to 17 

There are twenty-eight Rock | 
Lines credit unions and Tim might : 
eligibility in the Founders’ Club r 
his claim on any one or on all 

He has been so long eligible " 
thought something of sending 

searching party for him. He belong 


o the 


on the RIL 


As 


you wil 


t LaSalle 
Credit Union (that being the spot 
his office is located) 


Cc! 
| 


O’Shaughnessy 


the Illinois Credit 
is self-evident from the picture p1 
elsewhere in this issue, he’s a darn g 


lookin’ feller. 
in the 
We 


of the 
Fessenden, 


Union of 
of interest 
ization of th 
ganized at 


Die Compan 


of the credit union stalwarts in | 
of Massachusetts; 
of 


organization 
agers Club 


active in the Springfield Chapter 


Credit Unio 


Founders’ 
recruited 

grounds and are very happy ind 
introduce to the 
family 

Treasurer 
Electric Light Company Employes Cr 
Springfield, 
He was responsible for the devel 
which 


e 


Greenfield, 
serve employes of the Greenfield Tap & 
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MIDSUMMER ADDITIONS 


Very Special Message 


Credit 
in Minnesota-lowa-Missouri-Illinois 


Fach and Every Individual 


liana. 


HE June credit union meeting 
in your State was attended by 
a majority of all the credit 
inions in the State. Every 
credit union in the State had 
ance notice of it. Every credit 
d opportunity to study the pro- 
laws. No credit union in the 
xpressed either at the meeting 
rwise its disapproval of the or- 
on of a State League. The votes 
the meetings were unanimous. 
vas never a doubt expressed as 
alue of or the need for a State 


meetings voted to instruct the 
f Directors (and, in Iowa, the 
zation Committee) to work out 
r financing the League so that 
fice might be opened and main- 
and a full time Managing Di- 
employed, sometime between 
1 and November 1. 
shortly receive 
some publicity matter having 
with ways and means of raising 
to help defray the cost of the 


will from the 


credit unions have 
thousand dollars, 
budget, leaving 75% 
divided among forty- 
unions. 


ne State five 
pledged a 
the whole 
budget to be 
crealt 


planned to finance the Leagues 
year four ways: (1) by modest 
y limited dues; (2) by the sal 
keeping forms by the League to 

redit unions in the State; (3) by 
common __ activities; (4) and 
/ by exterior activitic S. 
do we mean by “exterior ac- 
Joe Campana 

inion, 


organized his 
with six of his associates, 
North Bennet Street Industrial 
they had fourteen dollars. To 
for their bookkeeping forms the 
year they gave a dance. They still 
e it annually, in spite of the fact 
t the credit union now has assets of 
1 hundred thousand dollars. 
When another credit union got stuck 
th an automobile taken as_ security 
oan on which a balance of $150. 
when the borrower died, they 
eld a dance and raffled the automobile, 
aking the balance due on the loan 
d a hundred dollars net profit. 
There is no credit union which cannot, 
thin the next six months, raise fifty 
as a gift to its State league. 
In any one of a thousand and 
ways. 
credit unions which agree to help 
iis exterior fashion within 60 days 
call—which will go out soon— 
go on the League charters as 
eers’. They will have six months 
which to raise whatever they 


as aue 


Bureau has already pledged a 
‘ed dollars to each League. We'll 
n other ways—but the real job 
now until October is for us to find 
st how much we can help ourselves. 


The Pioneer at 
McKeesport, Pennsylvania 
HILE there is no 


law as yet in Pennsylvania it 

is a fact that we have more 

credit union inquiries from that 

State than from any other, and 
the few credit unions’ unofficially 
organized in the postal service in Penn- 
sylvania prove the need for the credit 
union and the potential service which 
the credit union has to render in that 
State. Employes of the McKeesport 
Post Office recently organized a credit 
union, following good credit union prac- 
tice as developed in the postal credit 
unions in the States with credit union 
laws. John R. Hamlin is President 
on our urgent tation, sent us h 
picture which, we are happy to 
includes his little boy; the picture was 
taken on Mother’s Day and we can fully 
appreciate how proud Mrs. Hamlin must 
be of this youngster. Mr. Hamlin has 


credit union 


and, 
solici 


note 


ty 


JOHN R. 


HAMLIN 


McKeesport Postal 
Credi U 


President 


nion, 


promised us a 
of Directors for 
writes that the Postmaster is 
operative and that $200 has been taken 
in already and that the Credit Com- 
mittee has already approved loans total- 
ing $100. The credit union started out 
with 44 members, which is a fine begin- 
ning. We extend every good wish to 
this pioneer credit union in McKeesport. 


Board 
Hamlin 
most co- 


picture of his 
later on. Mr. 
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About the Meredith e 
Credit Union 


We were much impressed when 
in Des Moines with the excep- 
tional significance of the Meredith 
Credit Union. We also have some 
very interesting printed matter 
about this credit union. S». we 
are going to hold it until the Sep- 
tember BRIDGE, by which time 
we shall be in better position to 
do this credit union justice. 
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Midsummer Additions to 
the Credit Union Family 


As noted 
more 


elsewhere in this issue it 
than old man Hardtimes to 
stop the credit union, even when he is 
icting in collusion with that tough old 
geezer—Too Hotweather!! Since the 
last BRIDuI there have been some 
splendid additions to the credit union 
family. We take pleasure in introduc- 
ing the following new credit unions 
either organized or in definite process 
of organization since the last BRIDGE. 


takes 


From the Western Railway 
at Montgomery, Alabama 
We were wondering the other day 
why the postman didn’t bring us in 
some news from the Western Railway 
Employes Credit Union of Montgomery, 
Alabama. Secretary C. B. Dinkins got 
wind of what we were wondering and 
we have a fine letter from him, dated 
May 28 and enclosing copy of the by- 
laws, very attractively printed and also 
a copy of the annual audit. The audit 
shows assets of $21,242 and total loans 
for the year of $50,764. Quoting from 
Mr. Dinkins’ letter: “Since the close 
of the year our Board of Directors 
have arranged for group insurance for 
the membership of our credit union, 
whereby each member may obtain a 
policy of life insurance at a very nom- 
inal rate, which is an additional service 
we hope to be able to render.” 
This credit union completed its 
year of business December 31 
made a splendid showing. We 
very proud of this credit union. 
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PRIDE OF KANSAS CITY—DETROIT MUNICIPAL 


Ihe Pride of Kansas City 
HERE is a credit union at Kansas 
City, Missouri, called the Mongst- 
is Credit Union which I am 
called upon often to explain is 
not located in a Monastery. It 
composed of employes of Harzfeld’s, 
yne of the leading Kansas City Depart- 
Stores, and gets its name from the 
house organ of the employes of that Com- 
pany which is known as “Mongst Us”. 


ment 


ee 


MONGSTUS CREDIT UNION 
John Altmansbe rger, Mrs. 
Tyler, N. C. John- 
Mary Witt, President R. 
Faubion, Gertrude Burdoo, Se cretary 
Mrs. Sylvia Langford, Treasurer Freda 


Gammon. 


DIRECTORS 
Left to 
inna 


on, Mrs. 


right: 
Gabberh, G. R. 


In other words the credit union has been 
organized “among us folks at the Harz- 
feld’s store” (to quote Treasurer Freda 
Gammon, who is one of the most ardent 
credit union boosters in Missouri). The 
credit union was nine months old 
when I called in to see how it was 
getting along the latter part of June. 
It then had 190 members; had made 72 
loans aggregating $3500, and had over 
two thousand dollars in shares. This 
credit union was then making weekly 
deposits of two hundred and fifty dol- 
lars. Each pay day, a copy of the store 
organ is enclosed in the pay envelope 
and this method has been used very 
effectively to promote interest in the 
credit union. I have examined with 
great interest a file of the “Mongst Us” 
and the credit union material contained 
in these various issues is very much to 
the point; they constitute a continuous 
and very effective sales argument and 
some of the older credit unions might 
well take a page from the experience 
of Miss Gammon and her associates. 


FREDA GAMMON 


Treasurer — Mongstus Credit Union 
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The Detroit Municipal Credit Union Developing Rapidly 


DIRECTORS DETROIT MUNICIPAL 


CREDIT UNION 


Left to right: Alfred V. LaPointe, Harry Tyler, Oakley Distin, Otto Flechsig, Jol 
Kornbacher, President Peter J. Jeup, Secretary-Treasurer Mary W. Riesterer, Vic 


President Joseph F. Najeske, Arthur E. 


Lyon and Fred W. Smith. 


ECENTLY Director John F. 

Kornbacher of the Detroit Muni- 

cipal Credit Union got his dates 

all mixed up and, thinking it 

was Christmas, sent us several 
fine presents, including the splendid 
picture of the Directors of his credit 
union, reproduced herewith, a copy of 
the Detroit Municipal Employes’ 
Monthly, a copy of the most recent 
statement of the credit union and a 
copy of the credit union leaflet written 
by Treasurer Riesterer. All of this credit 
union publicity is most attractive and 
timely and accounts for the fact that 
the credit union in a single month has 
increased in resources from $1790 to 
$2072 and that its membership has just 
passed a hundred. When one recalls 
the splendid development of the Muni- 
cipal Employes Credit Union of New 
York during the past fifteen years— 
to present assets of nearly two million 
dollars—one may the more readily 
appreciate the future of the Detroit 
Municipal Credit Union. With the right 
direction and backing assured its future 
progress should be very rapid. In the 
issue of the Monthly we note that the 
credit union “has passed a hundred 
members” and a proposition to amend 
the by-laws to admit to membership the 
Detroit Municipal Employes Club which 
resulted immediately in a subscription 
to fifty shares of stock by the Club. 
The credit union is also helping its 
members with their winter coal and the 
Monthly contains other credit union 
news of interest. We greatly appreciate 
it that we are to receive the Monthly 
hereafter. The BRIDGE extends hearty 
congratulations to the Directors of the 
Detroit Municipal Credit Union and 
extends to the credit union every good 
wish for continued growth and develop- 
ment. 


Dingeman, Robert G. Ewald, Edward J 


HE September’ Brince | 
will contain an account 
of the most interesting 
and __s significant credit 
union experiment now in 
process of development. 
. At Alma, Georgia, George 
M. Gentry, President of 
the Georgia Credit Union League, 
has been cooperating to organize 
a rural credit union. This effort 
has attracted the favorable inter- 
est of Bank Commissioner Mobley 
of that State. Mr. Mobley and Mr. 
Gentry are both particularly inter- 
ested to determine by the experi- 
mentation at Alma whether or not 
a type of rural credit union can 
be developed which will take the 
place formerly occupied by sever- 
al rural banks which have now 
gone out of business in that State, 
leaving many rural communities 
without banking service at all. 
Mr. Braswell Deen, owner and 
publisher of The Alma Times, is 
President of the credit union and 
Mr. M. E. Jones, of the AB&C 
Railroad Employes Credit Union, 
is Treasurer. 
You will find the whole story in 
the September BRIDGE. 
Se RS ICR CRO ROCCO RRO HHO 
In Closing 
Recently we picked up a statement of 
the M & St. L Employes Credit Union. 
Written in ink on the bottom of the 
report is the proud statement — “loans 
made of about $100,000 and no iosses . 
That reminds us of the story of the boy 
who was asked by his teacher to add two 
and two. He promptly responded “four. 
“Excellent, Chester, excellent”, his teach- 
er told him. “Excellent—gosh—” Tre 
sponds Chester, “that’s perfect!!” 
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Credit Union Institute 


At SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 


August 26 and 27, 1930 


Of Particular interest to all Directors, Officers and Committee 







Members of Parish Credit Unions 

















Life Conference of the National Catholic Welfare Con 
ference will be held at Springfield, Illinois, from August 26 to August 28 
In connection therewith Rev. Edwin V. O’Hara, Chairman of the Parish 


The Rural 


Credit Union National Committee, and Miss Linna E. Bresette, Secre- 
tary of the Committee, in cooperation with Joseph Campana, Chairman 
and Agnes C. Gartland, Secretary of the Bureau Parish Committee, 


have arranged: 


A Credit Union Institute 


With the following tentative program. 

















Tuesday Evening, August 26 Rev. EDWIN V. OHARA, Lecturer. 


“The Credit Union — Its origin, underlying purposes and applicability to parish 


groups.” 


Wednesday, August 27 — Morning Session — ROY F. BERGENGREN, Lecturer. 


[he status of credit union legislation and organization methods — Credit union 


structure and problems and allied subjects. 


Afternoon Session — THOMAS W. DOIG, Lecturer. 


Discussion of questions filed by parish credit unions for discussion and of specific 


credit union operating problems. 


It is planned to have additional speakers who will take specific sub- 
jects for discussion. All meetings will be held at the Knights of Colum- 
bus Building. Parish credit unions are urged to submit subjects for 
discussion prior to the meetings. All persons having either to do with 
the management of parish credit unions already organized or who have 
possible parish credit union organization in mind are urged to attend. 
For full detail and final program write Linna E. Bresette, Secretary 
Parish Credit Union National Committee, 1312 Massachusetts Ave., 
N.W., Washington, D. C. 


CREDIT UNION DIRECTORY 


Vara 


juare, boston, 


W. 


Nat 
a sell istalining bas 
harles W Harve vy, President Frances 
Square, Boston, Massachusetts 
nion League (Louis Weiler, President, Rolf Nugent, 
Secretary 300 East 22d St., New York City. 
Minnesota it lion | 
Care Thoma Doig, 


igyue cz. Driscoll, resident) temporary ad 


Ph or 
‘ 


I 
18 Lumber Exchange Bldg., Minneapolis, Minne 


lowa Credit Union League (Paul J. Pierce, Chairman Organization Commit- 
tee)—Temporary address, Care Polk County Credit Union Chapter, A. Wester- 
yaard, Secretary, 503 Maxwelton Drive, Des Moines, Iowa. 


Missouri Credit | ion League (B. F. Hillebrandt, President)- Temporary 
address, Care Kansas City Power & Light Co., 1330 Grand Ave., Kansas City, 
Missouri 


Illinois Credit Union League (T. J. O’Shaughnessy, President )—Temporary 
address, Care T. J. O'Shaughnessy, LaSalle Street Station, Chicago, Illinois 


Indiana Credit Union League (Arthur Zimmer, President)—-Temporary ad- 


Arthur Zimmer, Care of Real Silk Hosiery Indianapolis, Indiana 


Georgia Credit Union League (George M. Gentry, President) —Temporary ad- 
George M. Gentry, 26 Cain Street, N.W., Room 208, Atlanta, Georgia 


Utah Credit Union League (E. J. Gardner, President)—-Temporary address, 
Company, Arthur Plant, Garfield, Utah 


ifornia Credit Union League—Southern Chapter, Care C. C. Lane, Secy.- 
140 Subway Terminal Building, Los Angeles, California; Northern Chap 
are Leo H. Shapiro, 68 Post Street, San Francisco, California. 


redit Union Extension Committee for Wisconsin—R. E. Vogt, 


Chairman, 
Boston Store, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 


Any credit union treasurer will ASSIST you to organize a credit union if you 
have in mind a group within which the plan would work well, the members of 
which group need credit union service. We suggest the following additional con- 
tacts as typical: Alabama, W. O. Vickery, U. S. Post Office, Birmingham, Ala.: Avri- 
zona, Thomas Malony, Box 897, Tucson, Ariz.; Florida, Guyte P. McCord, Esq., 
3-4 Lewis Bank Bldg., Tallahassee, Fla.; /ndiana, Leo Kaminsky, Esq., 614 Fletch- 
er Trust Bldg., Indianapolis, Ind.; Kansas and Missouri, Earl Rentfro, Box 142, 
Kansas City, Kan.; Kentucky, Garfield Seibert, U. S. Post Office, Louisville, Ky.; 
Louisiana, W. H. Burgess, U. S. Post Office, New Orleans, La.; Maryland, Ruth 
Fagundus, Care Hochschild, Kohn & Co., Baltimore, Md.; Mississippi, F. J. Lotter- 
hos, Esq., 510 Century Bldg., Jackson, Miss.; New Hampshire and Rhode Island, 
Massachusetts Credit Union League, 5 Park Sq., Boston, Mass.; Michigan, Sam L. 
Smith, 301 Old Custom House, Detroit, Mich.; Montana, William H. Bartley, 310 
N. 6th Street, Miles City, Mont.; North Carolina, Harriet M. Berry, Department 
of Agriculture, Raleigh, N. C., or H. M. Rhodes, U. S. Post Office, Raleigh; Oregon, 
Edgar Zehrung, U. S. Post Office, Portland, Ore.; South Carolina, Joe W. Clark, 
1320 Richland Street, Columbia, S. C.; Tennessee, S. A. Matlock, U. S. Post Office, 
Knoxville. B. B. Barnes, U. S. Post Office, Memphis, S. A. McCoy, U. S. Post Of- 
fice. Nashville. Tenn.: Texas, C. T. Bergeron, 806 Martinique Street, Dallas, Tex.; 
Utah. Hon. James H. Wolfe, City and County Bldg., Salt Lake City, Utah; Vir- 
sinia. T. L. Boswell, Box 1914, Richmond, Va.; West Virginia, Charles A. Strat- 
Ul. S. Post Office, Charleston, West Va. 





